
AS & A level Photography students, are 
working to conclude their  “crash impact 
project”.   Thanks to Thatcham Crash Test 
Centre, students have had the opportunity 
to learn about and photograph a crash test 
dummy.  Students intend to use the im-
ages to help create powerful posters that 
demonstrate the dangers of distracting 
young drivers. The ongoing project will cul-
minate in a major exhibition of students’ 
work from across West Berkshire, at Voda-
fone HQ in Newbury later this year. 

THE ART DEPARTMENT 

DESIGN, FOOD & TRAINS  
Y10 GCSE Art Graphics students were 
asked to design a poster, flyer and logo 
by a local company.  They met the com-
pany director to discuss the brief for the 
live graphic design project.  The favoured 
designs have been sent to a professional 
printing company, and the posters and 
flyers will be distributed in and around 
Theale very soon.  ‘Trax Snax’ is a food 
and drink snack shop situated at Theale 
railway station. The design team con-
sisted of Joe House, Aaron Butcher and 
Daniel Singleton, whose work will soon 
be seen by thousands of passing travel-
lers.  
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ARTS NEWSLETTER 

Newbury Spring Festi-
val ‘Open Studios’  

Theale Green Art de-
partment will be open to 
the public on Saturday 
May 6th   from 11am until 
5 pm. Artwork produced 
by A level students and 
staff will be on display.   
Students will be working 
in the department and 
will be available to an-
swer questions about 
the work on show.  

Year 11 Art students have spent the last four weeks preparing for their longest 
GCSE Exam, ten hours split over two days.  In preparation for the exam students 
worked hard collecting images and developing ideas for their work.  The art de-
partment has been as busy after school as during lesson time with many students 
opting to stay behind to explore their ideas in a creative environment.  Art staff 
would like to take this opportunity to wish them the best of luck. 

National Art Competi-
tion  

The Specialist Schools 
& Academies Trust in 
conjunction with Chris-
ties Fine Art Auctioneers 
are running a National 
Competition for GCSE 
and A Level Art stu-
dents.  A distinguished 
panel of art specialists, 
chaired by artist Damien 
Hurst, will award prizes 
and commendations for 
excellence and innova-
tion and an exhibition of 
the work will run from 
4th—15th September 
2006 at Christies in Lon-
don.  Any completed 
piece of artwork can be 
entered, be it painting, 
drawing, print, digital 
photograph or sculpture.  
However only 5 can be 
selected for entry into 
the national competition.  
All entries must be given 
to the Art Department by 
Friday 26th May to be 
sent to SSAT by 31st 
May.  See Mr Wilson for 
more details. 

Art Masterclasses  A series of 5 workshops will be taking place once a week 
after school in the Summer term, giving Gifted & Talented Y10 Art students from 
Theale, Willink and Little Heath the chance to work with professional artist and 
printmaker Bhajan Hunjan on the  techniques of Printmaking.   

GCSE Art & Design exams—10 hour marathon! 

Who’s the dummy ? 



THE DANCE DEPARTMENT 
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Year 7 Dance Club 

The Year 7 Dance Club has been extremely 
popular this year and members have been 
working really hard to not only learn exciting 
dance routines, but also involving themselves 

in choreographing their parts. 
They will be performing some 
of this work at a dance per-
formance on 28th April and 
new members are always wel-
come. 

Dance Festival at South Hill 
Several Year 11 and Year 13 students 
have been involved in this years ‘Lift 
Off’ Dance Festival at Bracknell’s South 
Hill Park. They performed a contempo-
rary dance piece, representing the 
school, to an audience of around 400 
who thoroughly enjoyed the night. 
There were several other schools per-
forming as well as the Berkshire Youth 
Dance Company, to which two of our 
Year 13 students Kay Maguire and 
Emma Chandler belong. The perform-
ance was a resounding success and 
helped to raise the profile of Dance at 
Theale Green. 

As the Year 13 students near the end of their course several 
should be congratulated on gaining places to study dance 
after leaving Theale Green. Kay Maguire has been offered a 
place on a Dance Degree course at Roehampton University 
and Mel Still has been offered a place to study dance at Win-
chester College. Hayley Garstang has been accepted to 
study at York and Emma Chandler has gained an audition at 
the London Contemporary Dance School at The Place. Well 
done to all of them. It has been a busy term for Emma and 
Kay who have both been on tour with the Berkshire Youth 
Dance Company providing workshops to local schools. This 
has been a great experience for them and provided them 
with an opportunity to share their knowledge and skills with 
others. Good luck to them in the future. 

Life After A Level Dance at Theale Green…... 

Miss Clarke has been running 
an extremely successful junior 
dance club on a Monday night 
this term and has had an ex-
cellent response. All the chil-
dren come from surrounding 
Primary Schools and Miss 
Clarke has organised the 
workshops through her role as 
School Sports Co-ordinator 
and with the help and support 
of Miss Campbell. The children 
will be performing their work at 
a dance performance on 28th 
April.  

Primary Schools Dance 

Dance Performance Evening 

There will be an evening of Dance on April 
28th in the school hall where students will 
be performing a range of work from exam 
pieces to after school clubs. Please see 
bulletin/website for more details nearer the 
time.  

UPCOMING EVENTS�

Dance Masterclass  

Dance Masterclasses for Gifted & Tal-
ented Y10 Dance students are scheduled 
for the summer term, further information 
will follow. 

Emma and Kay practising their performance 



THE DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
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Masterclasses 
Ralf Higgins ran 5 very successful 
workshops for Gifted and Tal-
ented Year 10 students from both 
Theale and The Willink. The 
Workshops covered performance 
styles from different cultures. The 
students worked on No Theatre, 
Artaud, Butoh and Berkoff and 
gave a performance at the end of 
the workshops highlighting the 
nature of these different disci-
plines. Feedback from the stu-
dents was very positive and Ralf 
Higgins should be running further 
workshops later in the year. 

The Actor in Resi-

Ralf Higgins of KAOS Theatre began his 
work with Theale Green Community School 
in November. Since then he has been in-
volved in various projects that have en-
hanced the drama experience of students 
from all Key Stages.  At Key Stage Three he 
has worked closely with the teachers aiding 
in demonstration, modelling, directing and 
acting.  At GCSE he has lead and co-lead 
workshops to prepare students for their per-
formances of Blue Remembered Hill and 
Dance Drama.  At Key Stage Five he has devised workshops to enable 
the students to create exciting physical performances for both their Unit 
2 and Unit 4 work.   
Ralf Higgins has also been involved in outreach work to surrounding 
schools.  
 
If you would like to book the services of Ralf Higgins at your school 
then please phone Theale Green Drama Department on 0118 9308552  

See Ralf in Action! 

As part of his work at Theale Green Ralf 
Higgins has devised a new production 
based on “Turn of the Screw”. This one 
man show will be performed at South 
Street Arts Centre, Reading on Tuesday 
23rd and Wednesday 24th May at 8pm. 
This promises to be a terrifying evening 
of highly charged, visceral theatre. Tick-
ets £9/£7 concessions. Book now on 
0118 9606060.   

Ralf Higgins is currently on tour in The 
KAOS Moll Flanders and will return to 
us after Easter to continue his work. 

Year 10 Theatre in Education Workshop Day 

Quint 

On Tuesday 7th March, Workswell Productions visited the 
school to perform a Theatre in Education play on “The 
Normans” to Year 7 students. This very well received show 
was followed by a workshop for the Year 10 GCSE Drama Stu-
dents to prepare them for their own T.I.E. projects. 

For more information on Workswell Productions visit their web-
site: www.workswellproductions.co.uk 

The Vikings enjoy their drinking prior to battle 

Another of the peasants is tortured 

6th Form Productions: March 28 th-
30th 
Audiences roared with laughter as 
AS Drama students brought 
Moliere’s characters to life in two 
highly energetic productions of Tar-
tuffe and The Imaginary Invalid. Pic-
tures available next issue.  

The Year 8 Medieval Mystery Fes-
tival 

On May 25th all of Theale Green’s Year 
8 students will be performing the Theale 
Mystery Cycle. Each Drama class will 
perform a different play in a different part 
of the school. Pictures of this innovative 
project will be available in the next news-

The South Street Sixth Form Fes-
tival 
When your AS students return from 
their exams you’ll probably start prepar-
ing them for the Unit 4 by getting them 
to create a mock devised piece. In July 
Theale Green and South Street Arts 
Centre are uniting to share these pieces 
of work in a Sixth Form Festival. If you 
would like to get involved then please 
contact the Theale Green Drama De-
partment on 0118 9308552. 

The Masterclass Performance 



On Friday 10th February, 40 students and 5 members of staff from 
Theale Green set off for the picturesque area of Lake Garda in North-
ern Italy on a musical extravaganza.  The party were away for a total 
of 8 days, travelling by coach through France and Switzerland, finally 
arriving in Italy 27 hours later, when a well deserved rest was needed.  
While in Lake Garda, the group performed three concerts around the 
lake and the towns of Locca, Malcesine and Arco were treated to per-
formances by the schools Soul Band, Flute Ensemble, String Ensem-
ble, String Quartet and Gospel Choir.  The group also visited Venice, 
Verona and Mount Balde in the town of Malcesine.  Overall the tour 
was a great success and a good time was had by all.  The school is 
hoping to make these tours an annual event which celebrates the musical talent that we have at Theale Green.��
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CATCH THE NEXT 
EDITION OF THE 
ARTS NEWSLET-

TER IN SEPT 2006! 

THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Music Masterclass   A short introductory 
workshop to the Indonesian art of Gamelan is 
taking place on May 22nd at Berkshire Young 
Musicians Trust.  A total of 18 students from 
Theale, Willink & Little Heath have been in-
vited to attend this exciting opportunity to fur-
ther their musical talents! 

Lake Garda Trip 

Battle of the Bands  

On Tuesday 7th February,  a pre-
view concert for the tour was a 
great success.  Strong perform-
ances from the Soul Band, Flute 
Ensemble, String Ensemble and 
Gospel Choir.  Amy Bache & 
Katherine Halliwell and Hannah 
Tankard & Emily Edwards also 
sang duets.  �

Pre-Lake Garda Tour Concert 

13 bands gave extremely strong performances on the eve-
ning of Thursday 26th January in their battle to become ‘Best 
Band in the School’.  The standard was very high and the 
judges had a very difficult task choosing the winners in both 
the Junior and Senior sections.  There was also stiff compe-
tition from the staff band, Messrs. Upton, Shears, King and 
Kirkhope and Mr Kennedy and Miss Tynan!  

Junior prize: Magenta, 
Senior prize: The Enigma 
Project. 

Thanks go to the judges; 
Mr Sizeland, Mr Stewart 
and Mr Whalley for their 
expertise and time.  Also, 
a special well done to all 
the bands. 

The Enigma Project 

Tears of Glass 


