
Dear parents and friends, 
 

Welcome to the last newsletter of a very successful school year. I am de-
lighted to announce that we have recently achieved the Healthy Schools 
Award, recognising the work we do to support our students in healthy living.  
This is a difficult award for secondary schools to achieve and the assessors 
described our submission as exceptional.  They said that it ñoffered a strong 
ósenseô of the school, some of its exciting ideas and initiatives, evidence of 
sustainability and the recognition of commitment alongside success.ò They 
have asked to use it as an example of best in class. 
 
Another tribute to the quality of our work at Theale Green has been the invita-
tion to work in partnership with a Gaining Ground school in Oxfordshire.  This 
pairs Theale Green with a school where improvement is needed and allows 
our staff to work alongside their teachers to share our expertise and experi-
ence.  As well as valuable professional development experience for our staff it 
generates useful income for the school over the next 2 years. 
 
I would like to thank our departing members of staff for the excellent contribu-
tion they have made to the school and to wish them well for the future. Many 
are going on to promoted posts in other schools and I am sure will take with 
them all that they have learned here. Departing teachers are Ms Brook, Miss 
Simpson, Miss Day, Miss Piper, Mrs. Wright and Mrs. Cottom, as well as Mr. 
Bailey, Ms Aidoo and Mr. Corcoran who come to the end of temporary 
contracts. 
 
With best wishes for an enjoyable summer break, 
 

Mrs Marshall, Headteacher  

DIARY DATES   

 
23 July  

End of term 12.30 p.m. 
 

3 September  
Start of term for all students 

 
7 September  
Year 13 return 

 
8 September  
School Photos 

 
14  September  

Meet the Tutors Evening 
 

14-15 September  
Year 7/8/9 CATs testing 
(Reading/Spelling Tests) 

 
23 September  

Year 8 Fast Track Evening 
 

5 October  
Key Stage 3 Intervention  

Evening 
Key Stage 4 Information 

 Evening/Work Experience 
 

9 October  
Benyon House Evening 

 
15 October  

Year 8 Information Evening 
 

24 October  
School Ends 

 
3  November  
School Returns 

 
5 November  
Maths Modules 

THEALE  GREEN RECREATION CENTRE 
 

CAMP ADVENTURE SUMMER 09 
Holiday Activities for 8-15 year olds 
This summer we are once again combining our huge array of on-site sport-
ing activities with another action packed programme of off-site trips.  We 
have added our usual summer water sports activities as well.  On-site ac-
tivities include football, dodgeball, rounders, fitness gym, trampolining.  Off-
site activities include LaserQuest, horse riding, swimming, fishing, Thorpe 
Park.  Water sports include sailing, raft building and water skiing 
For more information or to obtain a booking form please contact us on 
0118 932 3725 
 

Extreme Teens 09  
Also this summer we will once again be offering our Extreme Teens Pass.  
This is for 11-18 year olds.  The pass is  £25 for the entire 5 weeks.  With 
this pass you get unlimited access to use our facilities (subject to availabil-
ity) as much as you want for the entire summer. 
Facilities include badminton, tennis, football, basketball.  Also there will be 
2 organised fitness gym sessions per week.  Lastly we will be running 1 
Extreme Teens tournament per week in a variety of different activities in-
cluding, dodgeball, football, tennis. 
To join us this summer please call 0118 932 3725 

We have a limited number of places which have become available recently 

for our 2009 year 7 intake.  If you know of anyone who might be inter-

ested in joining us they should contact Sue Spokes at the school or the 

West Berkshire Admission Team on 01635 42400.  

You should have recently 

received a letter about    

uniform ready for          

September.  If not, it can 

be found on our website 

at www.thealegreen.org.uk  



Benyon News ðGreetings from Benyon House  
 

Year 6 induction:  Weôve completed our induction evenings, induction days and our second Year 6 
BBQ in conjunction with Hunt House.  We had a great time meeting all the upcoming students and 
hope they did as well.  Thanks to all the 6

th
 formers who helped out and were so good with the stu-

dents.  Thanks also to out PTFA for their help refreshing all who attended ï you too are worth your 
weight in gold! 
 

Is it something Iôve said (again)?  We are always in the position at this time of year when we bid farewell to staff.  
This year we are losing Tom Bayley who has done a sterling job with 9BA this past couple of years.  Jolene  
Martin, after 5 years of service to Benyon House, is not leaving the school but instead (and almost worse!!) she is 
defecting to become Deputy Head of Piper House.  We wish her all the best in her new role but remind her that 
dragons are dirty, smelly, foul-tempered creatures (Google ñKomodo Dragonò if you are in any doubt)!  And last, 
but by no means least, Jenny Day is leaving to become Head of Technology at Little Heath.  She has been an 
amazing Deputy Head of House and it has been an absolute pleasure working with her this year.  I will miss her, 
her humour and more importantly the food she brought down from her classroom, and wish her every success. 
Amongst our students, Nick Goodwin in Year 8 is leaving us to take up  a scholarship at Bradfield College.  Nick 
has been an outstanding student at Theale Green and we will be sorry to see him go.  We also bid farewell to Alex 
Groves and wish him all the best in his new school. 
 

But I must have done something right!  On the plus side, I am delighted to announce the appointment of Anna 
Lanham as Pastoral Mentor for Benyon House.  Her role will be slightly different from the traditional Deputy Head 
of House role and she will be working with all Key Stages.  Welcome aboard Anna! 
 

Year 11 prom:  Once again, the Calcot Hotel was the venue for the year 11 prom.  All the students looked fantas-
tic (good effort all round ladies & gents) but a special mention needs to go to Jack Wimbush who arrived in full 
racing overalls in a sports car, only to take them off to reveal his tuxedo underneath! 
 

Dancing Queen:  Tori Crowther , a young lady so dedicated to the cause that she gave herself shin splints  
dancing at Benyon House Evening, has done exceptionally well in Irish dancing. She took it up just over a year 
ago and over the past year she has taken part in 8 competitions and won 15 trophies and 26 medals.  She is very 
modest about her achievement but deserves to be recognised for her success. 
 

PTFA :  The next PTFA meeting is at 7.00 pm on Wednesday September 16
th
 and will be held in the Red Lion in 

Theale.  It would be great to see as many new members there as possible so come and join us for a drink. 
 

As ever, you can contact us on 0118 9308509 or email me on mshears@thealegreen.org.uk.   
Have a lovely summer, weather permitting. 

Mr Shears, Miss Day and the Benyon Pride  

Hunt House  
It has been a busy term in Hunt House which started with our two Induction Evenings, where we wel-
comed our new students and their parents to the house. This was followed by an action packed  
Induction Day in school for all of the new students and we now look forward to them joining us full 
time in September.  
 

New Intake BBQ:  On Thursday 2
nd

 June in conjunction with Benyon house we held our second New Intake BBQ. 
The heat wave made for a warm event in which we welcomed over 150 students and parents. It was a good eve-
ning ï finishing with a very ócompetitiveô game of rounders. Weôd like to thank all the Sixth Form Students, PTA 
Members, and staff who came along to support the event. 
 

Hunt House PTA:  Our PTA is thriving and I would like to take the opportunity to thank everybody on our PTA 
Committee for their help and assistance over the year. If you would like to get involved and support us next year 
our first meeting will be held on Tuesday 8

th
 September 2009 at 7.00pm in E6.  

 

Prefects:  Our new prefect team have settled into their new roles extremely well and have been invaluable with 
their help organising Year 6 Induction and Sports Day. We thank them for all their hard work and support as they 
make a real difference. 
 

Tutor Team:  Thank you, too, to all our Hunt House tutors, who have worked so hard this year. Our congratula-
tions go to Mrs McManus on the safe arrival of her second child. Mrs Parslow and Miss Birch have done a fantas-
tic job with 9HC this term but are sadly leaving Hunt House. We wish Mrs Parslow well in her new job at Kennet 
School and wish Miss Birch all the best with her new tutor group in Piper House. 
 

Well done to everybody for their hard work and enthusiasm over the last year and we eagerly await the results of 
this yearôs Sports Day and Governors Cup.  
 

We wish everybody a very happy and enjoyable summer. 
          Mr Collins and Miss Pugh  

 



Enter the Dragon: All the news that is fit to print from Piper House  
 

Miss Simpson : A very sad time for Piper House as Miss Simpson moves on. As I know, you 
are all well aware that Miss Simpson has been a absolute star for Piper House over the last 
two years. Students and staff love her to bits, she will be sorely missed ï All the best Miss 
Simpson! 
 

Exams : Fingers are now very firmly crossed for some excellent grades in August for all our students who took 
exams this summer ï Good Luck! 
 

Year 11 Prom : A lovely occasion, such glorious frocks, such dashing suits and some OK vehicles. 
 

Sports Day :  Iôm sure Piper will be magnificent ï Go Piper!  
 

Assembly News : Thank you for your excellent behaviour in house assemblies this year; I hope you enjoyed 
some of them, especially the Tea Assembly, which I know had you all entranced. House Points: The new 
House Point system has been a great success, well for all the other houses anyhow, with Piper not doing as 
well as expectedéitôs the taking part, weôll do better next year, etc, etc.  
 

Work Experience : Congratulations to our year 10s who have just returned from work experience. It went ex-
tremely well and I have seen some lovely reports from employers about our students and how well they 
worked during the week. 
 

Inside Out, Upside Down óArts Weekô 2009: Wow! What an Arts Week ï that was all a bit different. Well 
done to everyone who took part and I hope you enjoyed the journey. 
 

Drama : Congratulations to all the dramatic Piper students who have performed over the year. 
. 

Piper House PTA : We held a fantastic Scott/Piper BBQ earlier this month and it was a great success ï thank 
you for your support. The next meeting will take place in September at the Volunteer in Theale; look out for 
date and time. I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to the PTA for their invaluable work 
during the school year and their fantastic support of Piper House; it does make a difference. If you are inter-
ested in joining the Piper House PTA, please contact Mr. Upton on 0118 9308511 or at 
dupton@thealegreen.org.uk .  
 
Year 6 New Parents Evening : Thanks to the sixth formers who helped with the New Intake Evenings and the 
Year 6 Induction.  Students also had a stimulating day at Theale Green taking part in a number of activities 
including; a quiz, taster lessons, problem solving and a guided tour of the school.  The best of luck to the year 
6s as they come up to Theale Green in September, what a great bunch.   
 

Piper House Newsletter No: 12 : The rather special óSummer Simpsonô edition is on its way. 
 

Staff leaving : We are very sad to be losing some great Piper tutors this year: Miss Spencer ï thank you for 
looking after 10PA, Mr Corcoran ï thank you for looking after 8PC and Mrs Cottom and Miss Brook ï I would 
like to thank them very much for their hard work over many years for Theale Green and Piper House. 
 

Mr. Upton, Miss Simpson & Spike the óThrillerô Dragon 

Scottie News  
The highlight of this term has been the summer BBQ with Piper House, when we welcomed 
most of our year 6 families.  The weather was great and we had a brilliant time, with face paint-
ing, tug-of-war, a super raffle and music from Mr Bate.  I would like to thank all those who came 
along, and especially the PTA and prefects for all their hard work and support.  It was greatly  
appreciated. 
 

We have also welcomed our year 6 families to two induction evenings, and the year 6 students have spent a 
day in school.  They did really well, and we now look forward to them starting at Theale Green in September.  
I was especially impressed with our prefects, who did a brilliant job helping at these events. 
 

The prefect team, especially the Games Captains, have also been working hard preparing for Sports Day.  
After doing so well last year, we are now hoping for great things. 
 

This term, we are saying goodbye to Miss Piper.  We wish her all the very best for the future, and thank her 
for all her support and hard work in Scott House.  Mr Wilson is also leaving Scott House to work with the Sixth 
Form, which I know he will enjoy.  All the best to him as well. 
 

We would like to thank all Scott tutors for their hard work this year, and we wish all our Scott families a lovely 
summer.       

                                                                                                         Mr Rattew and Miss Southall  

mailto:dupton@thealegreen.org.uk


STUDENT PEER MENTORING 
 

A huge thank you to the Year 10 , 11 and 12 Peer Mentors for the support which they have given younger 
students in the school. Their  work has been very much appreciated by the students involved and the 
staff. Also I would like to mention the Year 9 Peer Mentors who  have made an excellent start to their role 
by supporting the House staff during year 6 induction days. Their team building activities were much  
appreciated by Year 6 students and the staff were very impressed by their approach to the younger  
students. 
 

I would also like to thank all of those students who have played an active role on the School Council this 
year, we have had a very successful year and it has all been down to their hard work and fantastic ideas. 
So, have a good break over the summer and let us have lots of applicants and ideas for the School  
Council next year.            Mrs Rogers  

THE GATEWAY  IS FIVE 
The Gateway was 5 years old in May and we celebrated in 
style on May Day. We are still the only dual use 
library in West Berkshire, but as Mrs Marshall said to 
members of the public who came to watch the  
fantastic performances from some of our talented musi-
cians and dancers ñ We opened the library as dual use in 
2004 and the library staff and school staff agree that we 
have never looked back.  We have an excellent author and 
speaker programme for the school and public and the 
Chief Executive of the School Library Association visited 
us in March to find out how we operate.ò  Mike Brook, from 
West Berkshire Library Service commented ñ One chal-
lenge five years ago was that we faced two very different catchment areas; a small one for the village and a 
much larger one for the school.  Now I'm confident we are providing an integrated library service that meets 
the needs of the school and the local community.ò  
 

Lesley Wilson, author of ñSaving Rafaelò and ñLast train from Kummersdorfò talked to our World Book Day 
Challenge winners in the morning and Councillor Keith Chopping, the Chairman of West Berkshire Council 
cut the birthday cake in the afternoon after listening to the children from Englefield School Choir singing 
óHappy Birthday, Dear Gatewayô. 
 

Newbury College ran a language café and some taster sessions in cookery and digital photography. Grace 
Ryder, Supervisor of Theale Library ran a story time for children from local nurseries and Liz Husbands,  
library assistant,  ran a very special birthday rhyme time.  Calcot and Theale Sure Start ran a birthday Stay 
and Play. 
 

The library staff would like to thank the school and public for their continued support and hope that you will 
all enjoy using the library for the next five years. 
 

Summer Holiday Reading 
We hope that students are going to continue to read and borrow books during the summer holidays. All 
books should be returned or renewed before the end of term. Please ask staff if you would like to borrow 
books for the whole of the holidays and we will make sure that their return date is after the September term 
has started. 

Judith Palka, Librarian at The Gateway: Theale Library and Adult Learning Centre  

YEAR 7S MEET MARVELLOUS  MATTHEW! 
 

Some lucky Year 7s were recently invited to the Gateway Library to hear Matthew Skelton talk about his 
latest novel, Endymion Spring.   Matthew was a great hit with all the pupils, who had come from schools 
across West Berkshire to hear him talk about his inspirations and stories. He was so funny one Y7 asked 
whether he should rethink his career and become a comedian!  Endymion Spring tells the story of a young 
boy named Blake, who has travelled to Englandôs Oxford University with his mother and younger sister, 
Duck. One day, as he is running his hands along some books in the library, one of the books bites him!  
To find out why, youôll have to pick up the book, Endymion Spring from the Gateway Library. 

Miss Harley, English  



Joint Dance Project with St Bartholomews School, Newbury  
 

On Monday 15
th
 and Tuesday 16

th
 June students from years 7, 8 and 

9 worked with students from St Bartholomewôs School to create two 
new dance works. Students worked intensively for the two days learn-
ing set material and choreographing their own duets. The result was 
two fantastic dance pieces ready to be performed in 3 different venues 
including The Corn Exchange in Newbury.  The first piece entitled óFly 

Away Butterfliesô responded to the Butterflies by Salvador Dali.  
Accompaniment was Unlocking Mysteries by Richard Maddok and 
year 7 students effectively combined smooth and light dynamics with sensitive contact work. The second 
piece óKandinskyôs Steps and Shapesô responded to his abstract picture óBlack and Violet.ô The strong up-
beat tempo provided by Snakeblood by Leftfield helped students create sharp and visually impacting travel-
ling pathways and group patterns. This is the third year students have worked in collaboration and the quality 
of the work produced just keeps improving. Congratulations to all students involved.  
 

British Red Cross  
 

On Saturday 13
th
 June, 17 students from Theale Green Community 

School took part in the British Red Cross óDance for Lifeô competi-
tion at Leighton Park School in Reading. The competition aimed to 
raise money for the Red Cross through sponsorship while celebrat-
ing the dance talent of local schools and dance groups. The stu-
dents from Theale Green involved were all members of either the 
junior school dance company óKickstartô, or the senior school dance 
company ó8 Feetô, which were combined to form óKickfeetô. The stu-
dents created a contemporary dance piece based upon the work of 
the Red Cross, particularly focusing on how the Red Cross respond 
to communities hit by natural disasters and war and helps them to 
recover. The piece was extremely well executed by the students, 
who gave a very emotional and focused performance. The students 
received an award for use of dance music collaboration within their piece and were very pleased.  
Congratulations to all dancers involved.      Mrs Butler, Head of Dance  

NEWS FROM MUSIC  
 

Theale Green Choir took part in the Music and Dance (MAD) 
singing festival which took place in the Anvil on Thursday 16

th
 

and Friday 17
th
 of March. Over 200 students took part from 

many different primary and secondary schools.  Our only full 
rehearsal was on the day of the concert at the Anvil. The choir; a 
mix of students from year 7-9, sang a number of songs like ñPut 
on a Happy Faceò and ñAs long as I have musicò.  Theale Green 
students sang very well, so well in fact that we were asked back 
to sing in the senior concert!!  Everyone had a brilliant time and 
loved performing in front of thousands of family and friends.  
A massive well done to: 
 

Emily Dunham, Christie Fountain, Lindsay German, Amy Green, Lisa Guest, Michael Hawkins, 
Matilda Hind,  Hannah Hitchcock, Annette Hopson, Moyasore Kolawole, Ben Morris, Lucy Morris, 
Anna Thompson, Lauren Quarry, Amy Rushent, Jade Vincent, Eliza Watts  
 
       PIANO PRACTICATHON  

Theale Green Community School piano pupils and their teacher Vanessa 
Martin Adams have raised £170 to buy a new piano duet stool for the Music 
Department. 
  
Ellie Webb won by completing 2 hours non-stop practice and runners up 
Lois Forster, Anna Thompson and Laura Hunt each completed 1 hour of 
non stop practice.  Ellie won a visit to Kaven Beauty Salon in Theale with a 
friend. We are grateful to Kaven Beauty Salon for donating the prize. The 
runners up received HMV music vouchers.  
Congratulations to all the pupils who took part. 

Mr Henderson,  Head of Music  


